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Filling out the convention card — part 8
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J/S in other minor
One way that you and your partner
could decide to show an invitational
or better hand after a 1¢% or 1 ¢
opening is to use a jump shift (J/S)

in the other minor. These auctions
(1e%—2 4 or 14 —3¢%) are rarely used
in a natural sense anyway, S0 you can
use them to show hands with a fit for
partner’s minor, no four-card major

NN

and invitational or better strength.

MINOR OPENING — Responses

». Conventional

Forcing Raise: It's surprising how many pairs don’t use some sort of conven-
tional forcing raise after a 1¢% or 14 opening. The ability to show an invitational
or better hand in response to a minor-suit opening, however, is important. For
example, after a 1% opening by partner, what would you bid holding:

A97 VAK 0862 &AJT732?

True, you could shoot out 3NT, but you’d feel silly if the opponents ran off the
first umpteen spade tricks. 1 ® is another possibility, but it doesn’t seem quite
right, does it? If 3 is forcing in your partnership you could use that, but many
pairs prefer the double jump to show a weak hand since preemptive raises
occur with greater frequency than the strong variety.

Therefore, conventional approaches have

been invented to handle this type of

problem. The most common of these is a jump shift in the other minor (e.g.,
1e%—24 or 14-3¢k) and a single raise (e.g., 1ee—2¢ 0r 146-249).

Single raise

Other partnerships like to use the
single raise, 1e%—2¢% 0or 14624, t0
show an invitational or better hand, no
four-card major and a fit for partner’s
minor. This treatment is frequently
referred to as “inverted minors.” Like
the jump shift in the other minor,
these bids are forcing for at least one
round and (depending on your agree-
ments) possibly forcing to game.

RESPONSES
Double Raise: Forcel ] Inv.[] Weak[]
After Overcall: Force[] Inv.[] Weak[]
Forcing Raise: J/S in other minor[
Single raise[] Other:

Frequently bypass 4+4[] <

1NT/1e%e to

2NT Forcingt] Inv.C] _ to
3NT: to

Other

A

If, for example, you agree that a single
raise of a minor is invitational or bet-
ter, you could raise 1ee t0 2e% with
AA7 V864 ¢KJ3 #K1087 2
This 11-count is good enough to in-
vite, but not force to game. After your
2¢% raise, your next bid will clarify
your strength.

A Note that if you decide to play either

L of the above methods, you should
=l discuss what continuations mean.
»§| You must also Alert the opponents.

T

March 2005

_ Frequently bypass four or more

™ diamonds: It’s a bridge fact that major
suits outscore minor suits, so many
pairs, in response to a 1e% opening, will
respond by bidding a four-card major
suit instead of a four-card (or longer)
diamond suit. For example, if partner
opens 1e%, what do you respond holding
AQ984 9102 ¢A6543 Q77
If your style is to ignore the diamonds
and bid 1 instead, that’s fine. This is
a popular approach, but if you play this
way, check the box so that the oppo-
nents know about your style, too. This is
not, however, an Alertable treatment.

If you prefer to respond 14 instead,
leave the box blank.

1NT/1&%: How many points are you promising when you respond 1NT to a 1%
opening? Write your range in the spaces provided.

2NT: After a 1¢% or 1 @ opening, what does 2NT show? It typically denies a four-
card major, but the range may vary. If it's game forcing, check the appropriate box.
If it’s invitational instead, check the other box and write in the point-count range in

the spaces provided.
3NT: Write in the appropriate range.

Other: Any other conventional treat-
ments should be listed here and
Alerted if used.
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